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Saving our green lanes from off-road vehicles

June 2017 Newsletter

PDNPA starts consultation on Wetton

One of the actions in the PDNPA Green Lanes Action Plan for 2017/2018 was a 
“proposed consultation on vehicle regulation” on a route known as Wetton. The route
follows a deep, limestone valley from Manor House (SK 105567) to a minor road/ the
Manifold Way at SK 098557. It is shown on current OS maps as an ORPA (other 
route with public access).

Back in November 2011 when we first 
started monitoring the route, it was a 
delightful grassy route through a quiet, 
picturesque valley in pristine condition with 
no signs of regular vehicle use. 

Photograph: November 2011

At our next winter monitoring visit in 
January 2013 there were all too visible 
signs of motor vehicle use with extensive 
rutting in the middle section which is very 
vulnerable to vehicle damage. Since then 
there has been rutting every winter with the
ruts getting deeper and the grassy surface 
being worn away along the whole length of 
the route.

Photograph: January 2013 
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Photograph: February 2017

The land is owned by the National Trust and is a Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI ) for its geology and limestone grassland and is in the Natural Zone. So it is 
important that PDNPA protect the route from motor vehicle damage.

It is also an important route for walkers, horse riders and cyclists. Unfortunately on 
grassy routes vulnerable to winter damage, the route can soon become difficult for 
horse riders and cyclists to use if rutting persists. (Minninglow Lane, Ballidon and 
Moscar Cross Road on the outskirts of Sheffield are examples of the problems on 
grassy routes in winter.) Although ruts are not as obvious in the summer months 
when covered by long grass, they are still there and even more hazardous to users 
because they are often concealed by grass.

PDNPA motor vehicle logging shows that use of the route is increasing since they 
started logging in 2014 with the major vehicle user being motor cyclists in recent 
years.

The process for a National Park making a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) is long and
complex and has to be followed to the letter to avoid legal challenges. If you want to 
see it, there is a flow chart on page 15 of the document at 
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130123162956/http:/www.defra.gov.uk/r
ural/documents/countryside/crow/npguid-tro.pdf which explains the process.
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PDGLA is one of the organisations who are asked to comment at the first stage of 
the process. We favour a pre-emptive TRO banning recreational motor vehicles from
the route at all times (as PDNPA used on Derby Lane, Monyash which is another 
vulnerable grassy route across a SSSI.) Do not write to PDNPA as an individual or 
as an organisation (unless you have already been contacted by PDNPA) yet about 
this route. There is an opportunity for individuals and organisations to comment later 
in the process. We will let you know when that public consultation starts.

Once the officers have considered all the responses to the first stage of the 
consultation process, they will prepare a paper which will be presented to the Audit, 
Resources and Performance Committee at their September 2017 meeting.  
                                                                                       

Photograph July 2017. Now the ruts are so deep that they don’t heal in the Summer 
– only dry out if the weather is dry. They are still hazardous to horse riders.

The Lakes have problems with off-roading too

Recreational motor vehicle use not only affects walkers, horse riders and cyclists. It 
can also affects farmers who have difficulties accessing their animals and fields as 
the track deteriorates. One Lake District farmer describes the problems he is 
experiencing in this article in the Westmorland Gazette. His route has been eroded 
to bare rock 
http://www.thewestmorlandgazette.co.uk/news/15377354.Lakes_farmers_fed_up_wit
h_off_road_vehicles_ripping_up_vital_track/ 
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Recreational motor vehicles are legally allowed to use 
the lane. Yet another example of use of an unsealed 
route which is legal but is detrimental to the 
environment.

The farmer has approached the Lake District National 
Park Authority asking for a Traffic Regulation Order.  
But they are resisting taking any action to protect its 
green lanes from use and damage by motor bikes and 
4x4s.

There is now a local campaign to get the Authority to 
take action on two very badly damaged routes in the 
Little Langdale/Tilberthwaite area. 

Photograph: One of the routes in Tiberthwaite where use of the route by recreational
motor vehicle users means the farmer has difficulty accessing his animals. Photo 
July 2015

Please sign the petition at the link below and please forward it to all your friends and 
contacts who you think will want to help: 
https://www.change.org/p/to-the-ceo-of-the-lake-district-national-park-authority-save-
a-beautiful-part-of-the-lake-district-from-destruction-by-off-road-motor-vehicles?
recruiter=186557056&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_cam
paign=share_petition&utm_term=share_petition

It Says It All……..

For those of you who wish to understand the motivations and thought processes of 
off-roaders, a useful insight is provided in the July/August edition of “Boundless” - the
magazine of the Civil Service Motoring Association. In an article about off-roading in 
the Scottish Highlands, Dan Read writes approvingly “When you drive off-road, you 
quickly realise what impression two tonnes of machinery makes on the earth: rocks 
split, soil sighs, water explodes.”

So there you have it  - a celebration of the power of machinery over nature. 
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