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Update on Chapel Gate

Hopefully the motor vehicle damage to the route and adjacent moorland will be 
repaired one day when DCC eventually start their repairs. Photograph January 2014
(before the route was closed to all users)

Derbyshire County Council (DCC) has closed part of Chapel Gate (Chapel en le Frith
and Edale) to all users for three and a half years by a series of Temporary Traffic 
Regulation Orders (TTROs).  The route has been closed to “allow for public safety 
during maintenance works.” But except for putting some stones down, aggravating 
problems for horse riders particularly, no maintenance work has been carried out 
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during these three and a half years. The current TTRO expires on 30 June 2018. 
This closure is very frustrating to non-vehicle users who were looking forward to 
using Chapel Gate in tranquillity, following PDNPA making a permanent TRO 
prohibiting recreational motor vehicle use in May 2014.

Repairs will not start (at the earliest) until DCC has analysed the results of the 
consultation on yet another set of proposals for repairs. This latest consultation ends 
on 10 July 2018. (There is more information about this consultation in our May 
newsletter.) Consequently DCC needs to extend the TTRO beyond the end of June.

If a Highway Authority, in this case DCC,  wishes to extend a TTRO they have to 
apply to the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State has delegated the power to 
grant such an extension to the National Transport Casework Team. They have now 
extended the TTRO on Chapel Gate until 30 December 2018 or the completion of 
the repair work – which ever is earlier.  The extension period is shorter than DCC 
requested. If DCC need a further extension they have been told that they will need to
provide a progress report and expected timescales for completion of the work.

PDGLA will be monitoring progress on these long awaited repairs on this iconic 
BOAT.

The Role of the National Transport Casework Team

Have you ever been annoyed when a route
is closed by a series of TTROs (usually 
because it is dangerous and needs 
repairing); and there is no sign of repairs; 
and you are beginning to feel that they will 
never be carried out? Highway Authorities 
can only extend an existing TTRO by 
applying to the National Transport 
Casework Team (NTCT). However there is 
no need for the Highway Authority to 
consult anyone else about the proposed 
extension and there is no formal 
mechanism for anyone to appeal against 
the extension.

Because we were concerned about the 
length of time Chapel Gate has been 
closed and the lack of any positive 
progress during that time, PDGLA, Friends 
of the Peak District and the Mountain 
Bikers all wrote to the NTCT describing the
importance of Chapel Gate to users; the 
length of time it had been closed; and 
giving a full history of all the consultations 
and delays since December 2014. Whilst 

we did not expect the NTCT to refuse DCC’s request for an extension to the TTRO, 
we wanted them to be aware of local concern about the seeming inaction by DCC.
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Bamford Clough. A BOAT in Bamford 
closed to all users since October 
2013 by a series of TTROs initially for
repairs. An 440V electrical cable was 
found just below the surface and re-
routing it is very expensive. A further 
complication is the concrete surface  
which was not DCC’s work. DCC has 
not responded to requests for 
information on what is happening on 
the route and when (if ever) it will be 
re-opened. Photograph January 2012



We don’t know whether these representations influenced the NTCT decision, but it 
looks as if pressure is now being put on DCC to get on with the repairs.

So, if you are concerned about a series of TTROs closing a route with little sign of 
progress, it could be worth writing to the NTCT two months before the current TTRO 
expires. Their contact details are:

National Transport Casework Team, Tyneside House , Skinnerburn Road,
Newcastle Business Park,  Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7AR 
Email nationalcasework@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Some repairs are complex and may need detailed planning. Taking heavy machines 
on unsurfaced routes during the winter or during a very wet summer could cause 
serious damage. So it may be worth asking the Highway Authority for an explanation 
for the delay before writing to the NTCT. There might be valid reasons.

Writing will serve two purposes. Firstly it makes the NTCT aware of local concerns 
and frustration about continually extending TTROs without visible signs of progress. 
(Something which Highway Authorities are unlikely to mention in their letter asking 
for an extension). Secondly it provides evidence that a change in the process for 
extending TTROs is needed. What is required is a well publicised mechanism that 
allows the general public and organisations to make representations in good time 
and makes NTCT aware of local concerns.

Repairs to Moscar Cross Road
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Moscar Cross Road in April 2018 after a winter's use by off-roaders on a 
section that was levelled in June 2017
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Moscar Cross Road is a BOAT to the west of Sheffield. PDGLA has long been 
concerned about the state of part of it during the winter months. The section causing 
concern is the first field where the route leaves Sugworth Road. There the track is 
unsurfaced and unsealed as it climbs uphill. Because Moscar Cross Road provides a
way out of Sheffield to the Peak District avoiding part of the tarmac road network, it 
is an important route for all non-vehicle users.

In the winters of 2016/2017 and 2015/2016 the route became deeply rutted and 
difficult to use for many users. Sheffield City Council’s (SCC) policy is to level the 
part of the track nearest Sugworth Road once the winter is over and the ground has 
dried out a bit.

Since the levelling was carried out on the lower part of the field in June 2017, 
PDGLA members have been monitoring the condition of Moscar Cross Road. 
Surprisingly, given how wet the winter of 2017/2018 was, the route was in better 
condition at the end of the winter than in the previous two winters. Walkers, cyclists 
and horse riders could use it by keeping well away from the main track. Carriage 
drivers could not use the route. SCC levelled the lower part of the field again in May 
2018 and grass has started to grow on it again.

We will continue to monitor the route as we are not convinced that the current 
maintenance regime is sufficient to ensure that the route is always passable to all 
non-vehicle users during the winter months.
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The levelled section of Moscar Cross Road in June 2018


