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Ramsden Road Experimental TRO Fiasco

Sorry for such a lot of information, but it is essential to understand this fiasco.

Ramsden Road is a Byway Open to All Traffic (BOAT) to the south of Holmfirth at the
very north of the Peak District National Park.   It runs from the Ramsden Reservoir at
SK 116052 to White Gate Road at SK130050. Parts of it are in a poor state of repair. 
There are also problems with significant illegal off-piste activity in a quarry beside the
lane and in woods flanking  the route – but this is a separate issue. At one stage in 
living memory the surface was good and it was possible to take a pushchair along it. 
That would be difficult now. It’s reported that the surface started to deteriorate when 
heavy construction plant used Ramsden Road whilst laying a gas main. A 
combination of this heavy plant, recreational motor vehicle use, damage to the drains
on the route and run off water erosion have led to the surface being badly damaged 
in places. PDNPA’s Route Summary for Ramsden Road 
(https://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1143579/RS1803-
Ramsden-Road.pdf) gives more details. The Sustainability Analysis carried out in 
2013 gave it a score of 14/15 (one of the highest scores among the PDNPA Priority 
Routes.)

Peak and Northern Footpaths Society (PNFS) have served three Section 56 Notices 
on Kirklees Council (KC).  [Section 56 of the Highways Act 1980 enables any 
member of the public to require a highway authority to put into proper repair any 
highway including a public right of way if it is “out of repair”. If the highway authority 
admits that the route is publicly maintainable and the proper notice is served, the 
highway authority has six months to repair the route. If the authority fails to do the 
necessary work in time the applicant can apply to the magistrates' court for an order 
to force it to do the necessary repairs. A Section 56 Notice and going to court are 
very much the action of last resort when the highway authority has failed to carry out 
repairs after the problem has been reported to them.] Repairs were carried out in 
2018 on a large 1.4 metre deep hole in the flatter, top section of the route. Kirklees 
say that this was the easy and low cost repair to do. But the serious damage to the 
sloping part of the route was not repaired.
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Left photograph: The large1.4 metre deep 
hole described in the previous paragraph 
in November 2017

Above photograph: The same section 
repaired in June 2018.

Both photos from Andy Leader

Kirklees estimates the remaining repairs will cost between £150,000 and £200,000 
although they do not appear to have prepared any detailed plans for such work yet. 
The annual budget for rights of way work is £50,000 and there are, of course, other 
routes needing repairs.

There were attempts in 2006/2007 to introduce a Traffic Regulation Order on 
Ramsden Road but these failed because of councillor opposition. See 
https://www.examinerlive.co.uk/news/local-news/dangerous-moors-road-5044648  
and https://www.examinerlive.co.uk/news/west-yorkshire-news/councillors-blocking-
bid-protect-path-5055337 
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The deeply eroded corner needing 
repair. January 2018

A step and the surface worn to bed 
rock. January 2018
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In November last year, Kirklees published on their website details of an Experimental
Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) due to come into force on 22 November 2018. The 
ETRO was intended to ban vehicles from the route and monitor the impact on the 
surface.  However, the experiment was poorly described in the on-line information 
and the term vehicles can include mountain bikes and cycles as well as motor 
vehicles.

PDGLA was concerned about the defects mentioned above and others in the 
published information and wrote to Legal Governance and Monitoring at Kirklees on 
20 November 2018 about these matters. We supported such an ETRO if the 
documentation was correct. We never received an acknowledgement or reply to our 
letter.

Others were also concerned about the ETRO. GLASS (Green Lane Association – an
organisation representing recreational motor vehicle users) said that it had started 
legal proceedings against Kirklees Council because of an error in the statutory 
consultation process for ETROs. (Such a failure would almost certainly result in the 
ETRO being quashed by the Courts.)

Kirklees Council did not enforce the ETRO and revoked it on 25 January 2019.

The Council arranged a public meeting for all interested parties at the Civic Centre in
Holmfirth on 22 January 2019. PDGLA attended. There were ramblers, horse riders, 
mountain bikers, local residents, wheel chair users, landowners, a Parish Councillor, 
Ward Councillors and off-roaders at the meeting.

It was apparent early on at the meeting that Kirklees were not going to start a further 
TRO of any sort in the immediate future. The two Ward Councillors wanted to retain 
access for all, did not support any restrictions on recreational motor vehicle use and 
were very critical of PNFS for serving the Section 56 Notice. Naturally off-roaders did
not want any restrictions on their use of the route. These councillors were the same 
ones who stymied the 2006/7 TRO attempt. The meeting agreed that repairs were 
needed and that the drainage problems had to be sorted out if any repairs were to be
sustainable.

The GLASS representative said that his organisation would not seek legal costs from
Kirklees over the abortive ETRO provided an equivalent amount was given towards 
the cost of repairs. Off-roading organisations offered labour and money towards 
repairs. One off-roader representative said their offer was contingent on no future 
TRO affecting vehicle users. PDGLA would be concerned if Kirklees accepted 
money with such strings attached as it might prevent them introducing “controls” if 
any repairs were not sustainable. (“Controls” is the word their officer used without 
defining exactly what this meant.) We have doubts about whether the bulk of the 
repairs needed are within the competence of volunteers. 

At no time did the meeting discuss other grounds for a TRO such as conserving the 
amenity of the area, character of the route and safety. There was little mention of 
conflicts between non vehicle users and off-roaders although the PDNPA Route 
Summary mentions a large number of complaints.
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The outcome of the meeting was that a Friends of Ramsden Road group was to be 
established to raise money for the repairs and reach a consensus on what repairs 
would be acceptable to all the different user groups. PDGLA have decided not to be 
involved as we are committed to campaigning for no recreational motor vehicle use 
within National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty on BOATs and routes
whose status has not yet been determined (often known as UCRs and ORPAs). We 
also suspect that the presence of the group may give Kirklees an excuse to do 
nothing for several years whilst waiting for the group to raise substantial sums of 
money. In the meantime the condition of the route will probably deteriorate further 
and the cost of repairs increase. 

Whilst Kirklees believes the meeting to have been very positive and to have reached 
an acceptable way forward, we are not convinced. We will continue to monitor the 
condition of Ramsden Road and ensure that its problems are not “kicked into the 
long grass.”

Yet Another Extension of the Temporary Traffic Regulation Order on Chapel 
Gate

The Secretary of State has granted Derbyshire County Council (DCC) yet another 
extension (until 30 December 2019) of the Temporary Traffic Regulation Order 
(TTRO) on Chapel Gate. Part of Chapel Gate has now been closed to all users since
December 2014. The reason given on the TTRO is yet again “to allow for public 
safety during maintenance works.” No maintenance work has been completed in 
these four years of closure. 

Before the last TTRO expired in December 2018 PDGLA (as well as Friends of the 
Peak District, Peak and Northern Footpaths Society and Peak Horsepower) wrote to 
the National Casework Team reminding them that in December 2017 they said they 
would want an Action Plan from DCC before granting an extension to the TTRO. We 
also emphasised how long the route had been closed and the frustration to users it 
was causing. The National Casework Team when replying to our letter said “the 
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Rubble on Chapel Gate in July 2017 put down as an 
abortive repair. This type of surface is unsuitable for 
horse riders and unpleasant for many other users to 
walk on.



Council have told us that the section of highway outlined in the Order is still unsafe.” 
Note This is subtly different from the published reason for closure on the series of 
TTROs since December 2014. 

The Local Access Forum were told in September 2018 that repairs were planned for 
Spring 2019. An email from Peter White (Rights of Way Officer) in December 2018 
said DCC will  “publicise the final design on the Councils website. Provisionally, I expect 
this to happen in January. At the same time we shall programme the work into the 2019 
programme. As of this moment, all I can commit to is that the work will happen in 2019 but 
at this point in time, I cannot specify a date. I shall know a little more in the New Year when 
the myriad of schemes that have been programmed have been scheduled and Chapelgate, 
along with Hurstclough [Lane], will have a start date.”

We could find no final design when searching the DCC website for either Chapel 
Gate or Chapelgate on 31 January 2019.  We fear that the final design may still not 
adequately resolve the drainage problems on the route and may still not be 
acceptable to all potential users.  If this is the case, there may be further delays while
these issues are resolved.

PDGLA fears that the start date for this long promised work could slip yet again and 
DCC will be asking for yet another extension of the TTRO at the end of this year.

We are also concerned that the Secretary of State (via the National Casework Team)
grants extensions to TTROs when the Highway Authority has done nothing over a 
long period of time to correct the matters which gave rise to the initial TTRO. There 
appears to be nothing the public can do to expedite things or bring the Highway 
Authority’s lack of action to the Ombudsman or any other public scrutiny body.

Voluntary Restraint on Minninglow Lane, Ballidon

Recreational motor vehicle users started voluntary restraint on Minninglow Lane in 
the Autumn. It lasts until the end of April.  It only applies to 4x4 vehicles. The Trail 
Riders Fellowship and motor cyclists are not taking part. The grassed section of 
Minninglow lane is badly rutted and if the Autumn and Winter are wet becomes water
logged with deep water filled ruts for much of the length of the grassed section.

Whilst voluntary restraint is better than nothing, it does not solve the problems on the
badly damaged route which is often difficult for non vehicle users to use from about 
October to May each year. 

Derbyshire County Council have said they will do repairs on the grassed sections but
have given no start date yet. PDGLA believe that more than repairs are needed. We 
would like to see the grassed surface kept to retain the character of the route. 
Continuing to allow vehicles to use the route will mean that the repairs will soon be 
damaged. A TRO is needed.

Repairs to Beeley Hill Top route

Beeley Hill Top is a BOAT in the Parish of Beeley going from Beeley Lane at 
SK287681 to the farm called Beeley Hilltop at SK 278684. It is heavily used by 
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recreational motor vehicle users and in spite of several repairs by Derbyshire County
Council (DCC) over the years the surface gets regularly damaged by vehicles and 
run off water from the adjacent hill sides.  PDGLA members visited in December 
2018 because we had been told that it was badly damaged yet again. We were 
pleasantly surprised to find that DCC have done repairs recently to improve the 
drainage and the surface. We hope these will last better than previous ones .
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New drain pipe through the wall to 
take water off the road onto the 
hillside below the route. December 
2018.

New drains to take water coming 
down the track which runs past the 
rabbit warren and joins the Beeley 
Hilltop route at the corner at 
SK284683. December 2018

A large area of repaired surface which was badly rutted before the repairs. 
December 2018


