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Saving our green lanes from off-road vehicles

February 2019 Newsletter

Update on the condition of Minninglow Lane, Ballidon in February 2019

The 4x4 recreational motor vehicle users have voluntary restraint on Minninglow 
Lane which lasts until 1 May 2019.  4x4 users are encouraged not to use the route 
but there is no penalty for any users who continue to use it. The motor cyclists are 
not participating in this voluntary restraint. Unfortunately the only criteria for success 
of this voluntary restraint is a reduction in use; not the condition of the lane for other 
users at the end of the restraint.   
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If there were no wall to wall ruts, Minninglow Lane would be a good candidate for 
inclusion in the Peak District National Park Authority’s (PDNPA’s) “Miles without 
Stiles” as it is stile free and the route links to the High Peak Trail which is also stile 
free. If you are not familiar with it, “Miles without Stiles” is a current PDNPA initiative 
to provide information on routes suitable for the disabled to the public. For further 
information see https://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/learning-about/news/current-
news/peak-district-national-park-scoops-accessibility-award-for-miles-without-stiles 
Many of the “green lanes”, ORPAs and BOATs in the National Park would be suitable
for inclusion in “Miles without Stiles” if they were not damaged by off-roading and if 
they were traffic free. None of these are included in the walks available on line.

Another current PDNPA priority is improving the visitor experience. Minninglow Lane 
is not a good visitor experience for walkers, cyclists and horse riders. It’s better this 
winter than many previous ones as the weather has been dryer, the ruts are not full 
of water and the small patches of grass walkers balance on are less treacherously 
slippery than in previous years. PDNPA  is not responsible for the condition of the 
surface. Derbyshire County Council (DCC) is and plans to repair it some time in 
2019/2020. However, between them DCC and PDNPA have allowed the route to 
deteriorate so that at times it is nearly unusable for non vehicle users.

Minninglow Lane is in an important part of the National Park landscape. Minninglow 
itself is an iconic hill in the White Peak (SK 209573) with a clump of trees visible from
miles around which is crowned by a Neolithic chambered tomb and two Bronze age 
barrows.  There is a concessionary path from Minninglow Lane to Minninglow itself. 
So Minninglow Lane gives access to prehistoric monuments as well as to an 
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attractive White Peak Landscape. As well as the prehistory, the lane follows  the old 
pack horse route from Hartington to Wirksworth and crosses the former Cromford 
and High Peak Railway (now the High Peak Trail). So it is a route which is very much
part of the history of the Peak District and would make a good visitor experience 
when repaired and if made traffic free.

Update on long awaited Chapel Gate repairs

As you are probably aware, Chapel Gate, Edale has been closed to all users for just 
over 4 years whilst awaiting DCC repairs. Here is the reply that one of our members 
received from Peter White (Rights of Way Officer at DCC) last week.

We plan to meet with our PR Team next week to put together a web page. In 
essence, we intend to carry out non-invasive repairs in March as a trial to begin with.
Following a recent inspection the surface has stabilised. To provide a better surface 
we will ‘stone-pick’ the more angular and larger material, which will be reused 
elsewhere on the route at a later point in time, and then repair sections that are 
offering too much of a risk to users with infill that will be set in place by hand. At this 
stage there will be no cross-drains and we expect the finished surface to be very 
similar to what it is now but with the hazards removed. That’s it in a nutshell. The 
work we plan will not be extensive and we are hoping that the finished product will 
look very natural.

If this works, the remainder of the work will be completed in August to fit in with the 
very extensive planned work programme the Council is to deliver across the county.

Motor vehicles and the Pennine Bridleway

The Peak and Derbyshire Vehicle User Group (PDVUG) is saying on its Facebook 
page that the name of the Pennine Bridleway is confusing because “many … 
sections of the trail are not on the definitive map” as bridleways, which might suggest
that much of the trail is not prohibited to the off-road motor vehicles used by its 
members.  

This suggestion is incorrect.  Only 13%  
(just over 9 kilometres) of the current 
course of the Pennine Bridleway trail in the
Peak District and Derbyshire uses byways 
open to all traffic (BOATs) and unsealed 
non-classified highways (NCHs), i.e. green 
lanes which are legally open to motor 
vehicles (BOATs) or which may have rights
for motor vehicles (NCHs).  And, of these 9
kilometres, recreational motor vehicle use 
is prohibited on the 3.5 kilometres of The 
Roych by a traffic regulation order made by
the Peak District National Park Authority.
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Moreover, National Trails such as the Pennine Bridleway are not intended for 
recreational motorists, but for walkers (and in the case of the Pennine Bridleway for 
horse riders and cyclists), so that they can make long journeys avoiding motor 
vehicles as far as possible.   This is shown by the enabling legislation (section 51 
National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 as amended) which says 
that where “it appears to Natural England … that the public should be enabled to 
make extensive journeys on foot or on horseback or on a bicycle not being a 
mechanically propelled vehicle along a particular route, being a route which for the 
whole or greater part of its length does not pass along roads mainly used by 
vehicles, Natural England may prepare and submit to the Minister a report” 
recommending that the route become a National Trail.
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