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Keep to the Track – the Pindale area

PDNPA’s officers will be promoting the Keep on the Track Campaign as part of their 
program for off-roading in 2019/2020. By placing signs with the help of GLASS (a 
national off-roading organisation), they hope to reduce deviation from a surfaced 
track and reduce “playing” on land beside the track.

There have been problems with off-piste driving in the Pindale area since before 
2007. If you are unfamiliar with the area, here is a very rough sketch map.

The PDNPA Priority Route called Pindale goes from a minor road at SK161824 to 
another road at SK 155821. It is within the Dirtlow Rake and Pindale SSSI. The 
designation is for surface geology features and includes both the lead mines (to the 
north of the route) and the disused quarry (to the south). The lead mines, known as 
Pin Dale Lead Side Veins are a Scheduled Ancient Monument and nationally unique.
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1017651 
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The non Priority Route which we will call Dirtlow Rake goes from the minor road at 
SK 154820 to a “brown” road at SK 127826. It is within the Castleon SSSI which is a 
mixture of underground caves and surface features (mainly calciferous limestone 
plants). The How Grove Lead Mine -  a survival of rare late mining features and a 
Scheduled Ancient Monument – is beside the track. 
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1402079

The route is shown as an ORPA on the OS Maps. Derbyshire County Council has 
determined its status as a Byway Open to All Traffic but because of objections there 
will be a public inquiry later this year.

The area is important for its industrial history and it is these features that are affected
by the off-piste activity. Boulders and notices have not stopped the off-piste activity in
the past. We have doubts that anything short of substantial fencing or a traffic 
regulation order will be effective.

Some historical pictures to show the long-standing nature of the problems
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June 2011: Motor cyclists on the Pin 
Dale Lead Side Veins.

June 2011: Boulders placed to try to 
prevent access to the Pin dale Lead 
Side Veins.

December 2012: One of the many 
entrances to the quarry made  by 
vehicles accessing the quarry floor 
from the Pindale track.

December 2012: A motor cyclist 
playing on the hummocks beside the 
Dirtlow Rake track. Note the erosion 
of the bank on the right of the photo.

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1402079


The Pindale area in March 2019
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December 2012: Off-piste access 
onto the How Grove Lead Mine from 
the official track.

March 2016: A very battered and 
ineffective notice put up to deter off-
piste activity on the Pin Dale Lead 
Side Veins. 

March 2016: Off-piste on top of the 
How Grove Lead Mine. August 2017: Pin Dale Lead Side 

Veins showing how motor cyclists ride
between the boulders to leave the off-
piste area.

March 2019: The "main entrance" for 
4 x4 vehicles to the Pin Dale Lead 
Side Veins from the main track.

March 2019: There is still off-piste 
activity on the Pin Dale Lead Side 
Veins.
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March 2019: The boulders are still in 
place at the Pin Dale Lead Side Veins
but more barriers are needed to stop 
off-piste activity.

March 2019: One of the vertical uphill 
off-piste tracks leading to the quarry 
floor.

March 2019: An eroded track created 
by 4 x4s going down hill from the 
official track onto the quarry floor.

March 2019: The How Grove Lead 
Mine has now been totally fenced off 
which protects it. But someone has 
spent a lot of money to prevent off-
piste activity.

March 2019: The hummocks beside 
the non priority route Dirtlow Rake 
which are not fenced off are still being
played on.

March 2019: 4x4 tracks on top of the 
hummocks beside Dirtlow Rake.



The 2019 Bemrose Trial on Washgate

You may remember that when PDNPA made its Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) on 
Washgate (a route straddling the Derbyshire / Staffordshire border and running from 
SK 057680 via the historic Washgate packhorse bridge over the River Dove to SK 
049673) it granted an exemption for two historic motor cycle trials. The 90th Bemrose 
Trial was held in March 2019. About 140 motor cyclists took part. Washgate is used 
for one of the observed sections on the rock steps on the Staffordshire side and as a
means for getting from “A to B”. PDNPA has not allowed the trials to hold an 
observed section in the River Dove.

Everyone associated with the trial was very polite and helpful. PDGLA members 
spoke to a party of walkers who unprompted commented on the politeness and 
consideration of the riders. We were a little concerned about the condition of the 
steps on the Staffordshire side where the observed section was held. Although the 
tyres are softer than normal motor cycles, you could see soil and stones being 
displaced and larger stones rocking. The steps do not appear to be healing and if 
anything were larger than previously.

We were surprised not to see anyone from PDNPA on Washgate to observe the trial 
as no-one from the Authority attended the Bemrose Trail last year (the first year the 
exemption was granted.) We would have expected that someone (a ranger, a 
voluntary ranger or a member of the rights of way team) would have visited to ensure
that everything went smoothly and that all the conditions were observed.

PDGLA did not support the exemption for the two trials and would prefer to see no 
off-roading in a National Park. But having seen several trials in operation, we feel 
that it was probably a reasonable compromise by PDNPA in balancing conservation 
of the environment and the needs of non vehicle users with allowing historic motor 
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Although Washgate is narrow when 
descending to the river and walkers 
needed to get off the track when they 
heard motor bikes, the riders were 
invariably polite thanking other users 
and rode at slow speeds.

PDNPA wanted riders to use the ford 
rather than the historic packhorse 
bridge. The signage at the bridge was
better than in previous years and 
although there were no marshals at 
the bridge, all riders seen used the 
ford.



cycle trials to continue with conditions attached. However PDNPA do need to monitor
the impact of the trials on the surface of the route.

Update on the DCC Chapelgate repairs

Derbyshire County Council (DCC) promised to publish their plans for the Chapelgate
repairs in early 2019. They have now appeared on the DCC website. 
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/leisure/countryside/access/rights-of-
way/chapelgate/trial-repairs-taking-place-on-chapelgate.aspx 

You can see before and after photographs of the repairs done as of 17 April at 
http://peakdistrictmtb.org/rushup-watch-have-dcc-strayed-off-the-beaten-track/ 
We understand that the repairs were not complete when these pictures were taken 
and that a layer of finer material was to be placed on top of the coarse stones.

A stepped area has been improved in a 
similar manner to the work done on The 
Roych.

The works are supposed to be minimal and
a trial for future repairs.

Peter White (DCC Rights of Way Officer) 
hopes that the route can be re-opened to 
non vehicle users but as of 29 April the 
Temporary Traffic Regulation Order 
(TTRO) was still in place according to the 
DCC website.

We hope the route will be re-opened soon 
as it has been closed for nearly four and a 
half years. PDGLA will visit and photograph
the route when it does re-open and will 
monitor how the new surface wears.
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New stepped area on Chapelgate: 
April 2019
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