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Saving our green lanes from off-road motor vehicles 
 
 

Impact of Covid-19 on rights of way work    
 
Getting movement on rights of way issues is slow at the best of times. Covid-19 
has slowed things down even further. Derbyshire County Council (DCC) staff 
who process rights of way applications have been largely working from home 
since March 2020, and both their and the public’s access to local archives has 
been restricted, which means bigger than usual delays in DCC carrying out 
consultations, deciding applications and making Orders.  The work of the 
Planning Inspectorate, which deals with objections to rights of way decisions and 
holds the public inquiries hearings or written representations which result in the 
final decision, has also been hampered - by administrative staff having to work 
from home, and by some of the people they have to involve not using the internet 
or email.   All this has meant no progress and no public inquiries since March on 
the outstanding 53 Byway Open to all Traffic (BOAT) claims on green lanes in 
Derbyshire, claims which we look into and oppose if we find evidence that these 
routes are bridleway or footpath, not BOAT.   DCC had started to make Orders 
again prior to the latest lockdown, and safe ways of office and archive working 
have been implemented, so we had been hoping that some of the outstanding 
BOAT applications will soon be decided and Orders published.  However, at the 
time of writing, it looks as if growing concern about the resurgence of Covid-19 
and renewed restrictions may put this progress in reverse. 
 
Over Haddon to Youlgreave - bridleway victory  
 
The one decision which has been made since the last issue of the newsletter is 
on the beautiful unsealed track which starts at the clapper bridge and ford over 
the Lathkill in Over Haddon and leads to Youlgreave via Meadow Place Wood 
and Meadow Place Grange. It has been classified as a bridleway. This is the 
outcome of a public inquiry held in November 2019. The narrow tarmac lane 
leading downhill to the Lathkill from Over Haddon is to be classified as an 
ordinary road but becomes a dead end for motor vehicles.  It took nearly a year 
for the Inspectorate to issue this decision (decisions are normally issued within 
three months) but it has been worth the wait get this fabulous route protected.  
 

http://www.pdgla.org.uk/
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There had to be a 
public inquiry 
because the Green 
Lane Association 
(GLASS), which 
represents the off-
roaders, and two 
individual drivers 
objected to the 
DCC’s 2015 
decision and its 
subsequent Order 
that the route is a 
bridleway. That 
original decision was 
made on the basis of 
historic evidence 
and it applied to the 
whole route, 

including the tarmac section in Over Haddon down to the Lathkill.  
 
Before the inquiry took place, GLASS withdrew its objection to  
bridleway status for the unsealed part of the route beyond the Lathkill. It 
acknowledged, in effect, that there is no historic public right of way on it for 
vehicles.   As far as creating a right for motor vehicles through uninterrupted 20 
years’ use was concerned, the inquiry Inspector found that use by motor bikes 
and 4x4s beyond the Lathkill was “occasional and sporadic” and he agreed with 
the PDGLA and Peak Horsepower witnesses that recreational motor vehicle use 
had not occurred throughout the period 1985 and 2005 – the key dates in this 
particular case. 
 
He was also convinced by the evidence of local residents, walkers, horse riders 
and landowners that everything beyond the Lathkill is historically a bridleway.   
 
The finding that the tarmac section of the route in Over Haddon is an ordinary 
minor public road (on the basis of the tarmac surface and traffic signs having 
been put up by DCC), and changes to the recorded width of the route requested 
by the Peak and Northern Footpaths Society, mean that the bridleway Order will 
have to be modified and readvertised and that for now the decision remains 
interim. The Inspector’s decision is at  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploa
ds/attachment_data/file/912412/row_3222938_interim_od.pdf 
 
PDGLA and Peak Horsepower are very grateful to the local residents, farmers, 
walkers and horse riders who gave evidence to the inquiry.  Their evidence was 
crucial - in proving when offroading on the route started and in showing that 
everything south of the Lathkill is bridleway. 
 
 
 

The route looking towards Youlgreave  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/912412/row_3222938_interim_od.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/912412/row_3222938_interim_od.pdf
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Over 200 vehicles a month on Pindale 

  
 
Pindale near Castleton is badly damaged, 
completely impassable on horseback and 
difficult on foot even for the able bodied. 
The public inquiry in November 2019 into 
its rights of way status (it is now classified 
as a Byway Open to all Traffic - BOAT) 
heard evidence that off-roading on the 
route is also putting residents and non-
vehicle users in danger and that drivers 
persist in using the adjacent lead mining 
remains (a scheduled Ancient Monument) 
as a playground, damaging them in the 
process. The Peak District National Park 
(PDNPA) vehicle logger data for the route 
presented to the September meeting of 
the Local Access Forum (LAF) show over 
200 4x4s and motor bikes a month using 
Pindale. So far, the Peak Park is refusing 
to intervene.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Back Lane, Darley Dale 
 
Most vulnerable green lanes in the Peak District are in the National Park, but 
some are not. One of these is Back Lane in Darley Dale near Matlock. Because 
Back Lane is not in the National Park, the PDNPA has no responsibility for it and 
no legal powers to deal with it.  Responsibility for it lies wholly with the highway 
authority, Derbyshire County Council (DCC). All highway authorities, including 
Derbyshire, have legal powers to deal with offroading which are more or less 
identical to those available to the national parks. DCC recently used these 
powers to put a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) excluding off-road motor vehicles 
on Jacob’s Ladder, a lane in Stoney Middleton. For the reasons set out below, 
DCC needs to do the same for Back Lane. 
 
Back Lane starts on Sydnope Hill in Darley Dale at SK 284 632. It ends at the 
junction with Flash Lane at SK 292 655.  It is in three distinct sections. The lower 
section is a Byway Open to all Traffic (BOAT). It is walled, steep and extremely 
narrow. It has blind bends and nowhere to get out of the way of motor vehicles. It 
is too narrow for vehicles to be able to pass each other and too narrow for a 

Off-piste damage to the Pindale lead 

mining remains 
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vehicle to pass or be passed safely by a horse.  This part of Back Lane is also 
one of the most severely damaged green lanes in Derbyshire. It has been eroded 
into a narrow trench which even walkers cannot use safely. Neither riders nor 
carriage drivers, for whom the route is a right of way, can currently use this part 
of the route. Even if repaired, the lower part of Back Lane will remain dangerous 
for equestrians if they have to share it with motor vehicles. 
 

 

Green lane or trench?  

 
 

Wash out from Back Lane carries debris across the B5057 (Sydnope Hill) 
creating a hazard for motorists and flooding down the road to Darley Dale.  DCC 
attempted to solve this problem by installing a cattle grid to capture the debris but 
the grid kept filling up and DCC gave up emptying it. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Now that Back Lane is a BOAT, the cattle grid is illegal  
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The middle part of Back Lane has a tarmac surface and the Inspector at the 2019 
public inquiry into its status decided that this section has become an ordinary 
road.  It is straight and has good sight lines, but the public inquiry heard evidence 
that it is nonetheless dangerous for non-motor vehicle users because of the 
speed at which off-roaders use it. Wash out from further up the lane turns it into a 
sheet of ice in the winter.  

 

 

Part of the upper section of Back Lane 

The upper part of the lane is in some places wide enough for vehicles to pass 
each other and to safely pass horses and walkers but because of blind bends 
and the speed at which vehicles use the track, particularly motor bikes, it is 
nonetheless dangerous for non-vehicle users. It is especially hazardous for 
equestrians.  The surface of much of this part of the lane is also badly damaged - 
badly rutted in some places; eroded back to sharp stones or boulders in others; 
in both cases this makes the surface unsuitable for ridden horses and completely 
impassable for local carriage drivers.  Residents on the upper and middle parts of 
the lane told the public inquiry that the washout from the surface damage above 
where they live is casing them severe nuisance and that it carries on down to the 
lower part of the lane and onto Sydnope Hill. 
 
The public inquiry inspector decided that the lower and upper sections of the lane 
had to be legally recognized as BOAT on the basis of evidence of historic rights 
for horse-drawn vehicles. This being the case, she was unable to take any 
account of the nuisance being caused by the 4x4s and motor bikes. She did, 
however, make the following comment in her written decision: 
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‘In particular I have noted the many testimonies I heard of people who live closest 
to the Order route and the impact the increased use of Back Lane by motor 
vehicles has had, both on them personally and in terms of enjoyment of the route 
by other lawful users…   
 
‘… The use of Back Lane by members of the public in (or on) motor vehicles is 
clearly a contentious issue, the practical resolution of which goes beyond the 
scope of this Order.  However, clarification of the legal status of the road should 
provide a firm basis from which to initiate debate over appropriate future usage 
and/or management measures.    
 
‘Objectors [to BOAT status] highlight the effects of motor vehicles using (and mis-
using) the Order route on residents and other users of Back Lane, public and 
private.  Serious concerns are raised over safety and nuisance issues, the 
potential for accidents and the costs of repairing the damage that has been done 
to the highway, especially at the lower end’. 
 
It is rare for a rights of way Inspector to give such a clear indication of the need 
for a highway authority to intervene to protect the rights and interests of residents 
and non-motorised users adversely affected by recreational motor vehicle use of 
a BOAT.   
 
 TRF continues to spurn voluntary restraint on Minninglow Lane 
 
PDNPA is trying to work with the Peak District Vehicle Users Group (PDVUG) on 
a ‘voluntary restraint’ scheme urging all off-roaders not to use the 
Minninglow/Gallowlow route during the winter, because it gets so waterlogged, 
and to protect recent extensive (and expensive) DCC repairs. A PDNPA report 
on its management of green lanes presented to the Local Access Forum (LAF) in 
September revealed that the Trail Riders Fellowship (TRF),the off-road motor 
bike lobby, is still refusing to take part in the PDVUG scheme. This is despite 
PDVUG claiming it represents the TRF1. The Peak Park reported to the LAF that 
its vehicle logger for Minninglow recorded over 60 motor bikes a month using this 
highly vulnerable track during the wettest part of the year.  
 
Despite pressure on them to do so, the Peak Park has still not set success 
criteria for evaluating whether or not its voluntary restraint scheme for Minninglow 
is a success. We will be monitoring the state of the route this winter and will 
continue to press for a TRO rather than reliance on failing voluntary measures. 
 
Highway Code revisions 
 
The Department for Transport is consulting on proposed amendments to the 
Highway Code designed to make highways safer for vulnerable users – ie 
walkers, horse riders, cyclists and carriage drivers.  PDGLA has responded to the 

 
1 ‘PDVUG represents the Green Lane Association (GLASS), the Trail Riders Fellowship (TRF) and 

many other local 4x4 and trail riding groups, to present a common face to the Peak Park’, Nigel 
Bennet, Chair of PDVUG 
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consultation and has said that the Code should be amended to make it clear to 
drivers that all provisions of the Highway Code apply to green lanes, not just to 
ordinary tarmac roads. 
 
 
Newsletter goes quarterly 
 
For the time being we are aiming to issue the newsletter quarterly instead of 
monthly. This is because Covid has affected the flow of news (there have been 
no new DCC, Peak Park or Planning Inspectorate actions on green lanes in the 
Peak District since March) and for the time being has reduced our ability to 
monitor and report on individual routes.  
 
 
 

 


